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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


To the Church of Chriſt at Hartford. 
Well-beloved in the Lord. - 


Wo N this Relation which follows, you may ſee ſome of the Quakers 
rotten Opinions, Tou may m—_—_— Joyful we were when the 
Lord caſt this Toung-man unexpetedly amongſt us ;, how our 
hearts were refreſhed in the ſpeaking forth of theſe enſuang things 
And whereas we bad mourned that ſome bad gone ont from our Meet- 
ings to them, in this one inſtance the Lord hath abundantly made it up 
tows, let Chriſt have the glory. None of thoſe that went out from us 
were properly of us, had recevved the Goſpel that we believe , No, 
it's not poſſible for any to receive it truly,” and forſaks it * Bus this 
young Man was fully of their Way, Spirit, Faith, and Principle, (as 
any may ſee by reading this lutle Book,) Thaugh he made not ſuch an 
open Profeſſion as others of them, yet went farther than moſt of them 
towards that which they call Per fettion : yea, be was, as Luther ſaid of 
himſelf before bis Converſion, an honeſt Monk, ſo an honeſt Quaker, 
true to his perſwaſion. 1 have thought it meet, by the advice of my 
worthy Brethren in the Miniſtry, to expoſe this Narrative to the open 
view, although the mearmeſs of the Perſon's Education, and the little 
time he bath had for proficiency in the knowledg of the Goſpel, might diſ- 
courage in this matter on the one hand; yet on the other the 
profit that we hope may be reaped (through the Lord's Bleſſing) by ma- 
ny, eſpecially at Hartford, un the reading of it, both as to the re- 
duging ſome from them, and preventing ſome faggeri'g ones, cone 
firming alſo others in the Faith of the Goſpel, : bath prevailed with me 
to print it. And indeed, Inſtances of this nature are ſo famoins and 
rare, Viz. For any to be recovered from this Betwitching \, and this In- 
| A 2 ſtance 
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ft ance none of the leaſt, that I could in Conſcience do no other, Thi 
withal being an experience that the Lord in rich Mercy gave him, k 
hope will rake the deeper impreſſion upon the Minds of People : Foy 
my own part I ſee ſuch clear, diftintt, ſound Goſpel-knonledy in it, 
that I dare ſay confidently it is no other than the Fin;er, the eminent 
Finger of God upon his dear eleft Child: Ard the more remarkable i 
it, m that he was a ſtranger tou all, converſed with nene of us, moſt 
of theſe things were taught him alone in the reading of the Scrip- 
tures. Fleſh and Blood hath not revealed this to thee, may we tru. 
ly ſay,but our Father which is in Heaven ; the Spirit of Wiſdom and 
Revelation in the Myſtery of the Father and the Son hath been upon him, 
O that every one of you (my dear Brethren) and every one im Hart- 
ford bad the knowledg of Chriſt thus diſtiniily formed in you! till 
which thing be, the Soul of him, to whom Chriſt hath committed you 
as his charge, ſhall travail im birth, and be in pain : Bleſſing the Lord 
that his poor Labours have uot altogether been in vain as to this matter, 


O that it might pleaſe Chriſt to direft my faithful Brethren in the Mi-. 


mſtry, mm their reſpettive places where they are caſt inthe Countreys, to 
open and inſiſt more on the great New-Teſtament fundamental 
Truths in the Blood of Chriſt ! My daily Prayer to Chriſt s, that we 
all may he made able Miniſters of the New-Teſtament : We have but 
Law and Goſpel to preach, let us keep them diftmitly in their places, 
the Law for the yn and convittion of Sin, yea of firſt evil Mo- 
tions to be ſin. The Law is ſpiritual, Rom.7. and requiresyerfett and 
perperual Obedience of every one that will be juſtified by it, and ad- 
mits of no Repentance at all in Caſe of any failure. Now the Law i 
weak through the fleſh, Rom. 8. Man is breaking it every moment by 
bis crooked thoughts : this would let a Man: ſee bis Sins to be mounta- 
nous and innumerable, and ſo bring down every high thought, and lay 


bim low, giving him to fee the need of the Righteouſneſs of another, 


not being able to anſwer the requirements of the Law ;, thus the Law 
is our Schoolmaſter to Chriſt. Then the Goſpel, the Balm of the 
Deftrine of the free Fuſtification of a Sinner in the Blood of Chriſh; 
for the Wound, this Oile to be poured into the G aſhes of Conſcience, 
how would it Heal, Settle, Confirm, Comfort ; and the Soul thus find- 
ing a Saviour and Sweetneſs in Chriſt, thy wonld be-as new Wine, and 
he would ſoon diſcern all paiſonous drinks, Whoever bath taſted that 
the Lord u Graciow, never takes up with the Quakers Chriſt. O that 
the Goſpel were ſindied by ws, and preached by us more / _ 


: 
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Theſe things that follow have eſt ablifbed me in the Preaching of it. 

I. That the Parity and Holineſs of God's Majeſty is ſuch, that no- 
thing i accepted of bum but what 5s every Way perfe&t and compleat.” 
We are very prone to meaſure God by the rale of our own Imagination ; 
and to think, that what appears to be Righteouſneſs with w, ts ſo with 
Him : Whereas we are to concerve of God according 4s the Scriptures 
ſer Him forth to us, and to bring our Righteouſneſs to the Bar of his 
Tribunal, and ſee whether it will bear the Tryal, ſee whether it will 
hold out to juſtify in bs ſight ;, when as Job 5-15- The Heavens are 
not clcan in his ſight. Job 4. 18. He chargeth his Angels with 
Folly ; which is too little to ſpeak, of the bad Angels. 

2. None of the Sons of Men ſmce Adam's Fall (that was no more 
than Man) hath ever brought, neither can any of them bring this per- 
felt and compleat Righteouſneſs to God : Look to the beſt Men that e- 
ver were ſanitified, and that eminently by the Holy G hoft, yea ſome of 
the Prophets, Patriarchs, aud Penmen of the Holy Scriptures, ſee 
what they ſay of themſelves, and what 1s ſaid of them. Abraham 
bad Righteouſneſs, be bad Works ;, yet Rom. 4. 2. theſe were not to be 
gloried in before God, only in the fight of Men : David, Pſal. 143. 2. 
prayeth to God in this manner, Enter not into Judgment with thy 
Servant, for in thy ſight, &c. Therefore Pſal. 32.1. be placeth the 
Bleſſedueſs of Man in the Forgiveneſs of Sins; Bleſſed is he whoſe 
Sin is covered, &c. which w mentioned in Rom. 4. Iſaiah c. 6. 5, 
Iam a Man of unclean lips, Chap. 64.6. Weare all as an unclean 
thing, and all our Righteouſneſs, &c. Hear Job, caleda perfect 
Man c. 9. 30. If I waſh my ſelf with Snow-water, and make my 
Hands never. ſo clean, v- 31. Yet ſhalt thou plunge me in the 
Ditch, and mine own Cloaths ſhall abhor me. Let #s look at Da- 
niel, ſo much beloved of God, how he confeſſeth Sin, as well for him- 
ſelf as the People, Dan. 9.7. Ezra likewiſe c. 9.15. Paul im Rom. 
3.99 10. tells us, That all, both Jews and Gentiles, of whom the 
World conſiſted, were under Sin, and not one righteous. Yer. 23. 
All fallen ſhort of the Glory of God. 1 Fob. 1. 8. If we ſay we. 
have no ſin, we lye, &c. He writes to thoſe that were called, and 
ſanttified, and takes in himſelf with them, . and all Saints that ever 
were, or ever ſhould be. And its but a lie to reſt ſo in any Righteouſ- 
mſs, as to take us off from Confeſſion of Sin. T his ſpoken to make 
them prize the mere,. Forgiveneſs of Sin by Chriſt's Blood. 


3« Jeſme- 
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2. Jeſus Chriſt of Nazareth that was born at Bethelem, that was 
of the Seed of David according to the Fleſh, brought this Righteouf. 
eſs, He was called the Holy One, and the Juſt; im Daniel hes 
called the molt Holy; # Jeremiah, the Righreous Branch : in 
Perer, A lamb without Spot and Blemilh : in 2 Cor. 5, uit. Knew 
no Sin. 

Now this came to paſs, 

1. Inthat He was born of a Virgin tn an extraordinary Way, Luke 
1.34. The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thce, and rhe Power of 
the Higheſt ſhall overſhadow thee ; therefore that Holy Thing 
that ſhall be born of thee, &rc. Thus tbere was no Original Sin i 
him, or upon him. 

2. He who brought this Righteouſneſs, ' was the Holy One, in that 
being the Anointed, having the Spirit without meaſure, by bs Active 
Obeazence in his Life abſolutely and compleatly fulfilled the Law of 
Ged in all things, and at all times; Rom. 8. 4. That the Righteouſ-- 
neſs of the Law might be fulfilted in us. How can that be, but on- 
ly us Chriſt m oxr nature fulfilled it for ma by bis Holy Life ? Mat. 5. He 
came to fell the Law : 1-come todo rhy Will,O God, Hebr. 16; 
7. Now this was required in the SanCtion of the Law, viz. Do this and 
live, erther we muſt, or another for *, otherwiſe no Life : Wecould 
not, through Weakneſs in the Fall, therefore Chriſt came and did all in 
our place ard ſtead. 

3. By laying down! a Full Price for the Sin of bis People by the Sa- 
erifice of Inmſelf, ſuffering Death on the Croſs without the Gatts at 
Teruſalem. Therefore this bs giving himſelf to Death, «called 
&rTiAvpor, a Satisfattory Price of Redemption in the room, and place, 
and ftrad of another." T hat God hath Juſtice in him, the very Light 
of Nature ſheweth, Rom. 1. vlt. it's ſaid of the Heathenz, who 
knowing the Fud#memt of Gol, 1. e. his viedi8tive Juſtice", The bar- 
barons People, Adts 28. 4. conld ſay, Vengeance would not ſuffer 
Paul to live, when they ſaw the Viper upon his Hand, apprehending 
him to be a Marderer. They ſaw this in the Deity, viz. AVen- 
geance ready ro puniſh Sin. Now this is as dear to Him a4 bis Mer- 
cy, it being himſelf, it muſt therefore be ſatisfied, being wronged by the 
Sin of Man ; and He cannot dleny himſelf, And if it ſhould ref 
upon thoſe that had ſinned, it would have burned to the lIoweſ® Hell, 
and, and ſo the Lord would have been deprived of all Worſhip and 
Service from his People : But now this way it # ſatisfied, viz, - 
| F ather 
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Father poured ont all bis Wrath apon his Son Jeſus Chriſt, upon whom 
the Guilt of his People was charged; Iſa. 53. All our loiquities mer 
upon him ; and therefore it's ſaid in that 53d Chapter, He was 
bruiſed, ſtriken of God. Jn Ga". 3. 13. Made a Curſe. Zach. 
13- Awake, O Sword, againſt thy Shepherd, againſt the Man 
my Fellow, ſmite the Shepherd : And now He being God ar well as 
Man, his Fellow, Co-equal, bare np under this Wrath, 

4. This Righteonfneſs of Jefus Chriſt, becomes owrs by Imputati- 
ON 3 it 1s reckoned ours, and accounted ours by the Father's Aﬀ : 
As if we had this done and ſuffered, theſe Scriptures ſpeak thus 
much, viz. Rom. 5.19. By the Obedience of One, many are 
[made] righteous. 2 Cor. 5. ult. That we might be made the 
Righteouſneſs of God in Him. Now we are made Riphteouſurſs 
in the ſame.way as He was made Sin, for theſe two are ſet in con 
radittion to one another ;, but he was not made Sin by \nhefion, for 
He knew no Sin \, therefore this way, viz. by Impntation. Yer, 23. 
6. He ſhall be called (5. e. He ſhall really be) Jehovah Tiidkenn, 
The Lord our Righteouſneſs ; he had ſpoke of him as the Righteons 
Branch, ſpringing up from David, as being made Fleſhin the 5th 
Verſe, and here, as Jehovah, Here is both his Manhood and God- 
head, and as thus He i our Righteonſn:ſs. This cannot 'be ſpoken of 
the Light that every Man hath : For, # that the Branch from Da- 
vid ? Or, « that Jehovah, God that gives being to all things * Nor 
of the Spirit, that cannot be called the Branch. Nor of Faith, nor 
of Works, of what ſort ſoever ;, but only of Jeſus Chriſt, that He 
is owr Righteouſneſs : not only groeth Righteouſneſs, but” He is our 
Righteouſneſs by Imputation. \\ 97 

Doctrine of Imputation of Chrift*s Fegbreonfneſ] (though 
W. Pen, 2 his Serious Apology, pag. 148. blaſphemonſly calls it, 
Saas of Devils) is very rational to them" that are havghs of 
G | . LT Ke? 

1. If the Guilt of Adam's Tranſgreſſion was ours 'Imputa- 
tion, Nor cannot be denied, P at DO In —_— all have 
finned : If that firſt Sin, ſo many thouſand Tears fince ; - not 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ſixteen hundred Years ſince ?* If that 
to all bis Seed and Children, why not this to' Chriſt's Seed and Chil- 
dren ? | 

2. If Chriſt Jeſus had the Guilt of Sin really charged bim, 
and imputed, when as He had no Sin inherent 5 what elſe is tobe = 


_ 
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flood by that, 2 Cor. 5. alt. He was made Sin? If, 44 ſome would 
have it, only the 706 Bias of Sin, in being offered and ſacrificed, 
Puniſhment hath always reſpett toSin, orberwiſe it 1s not pena, but 
muſt change its Name, then the Gwalt of the Sin of bis People muſt be 
imputed to him. And this was plainly figured in the Sacrifices under 
the Laws when all the Sins of |iracl were confeſſed over the Heads 
of the Beaſts, and ſo offered and ſlain: If this be true, why not then 
Chrill*s Kighteouſneſs to become ours the ſame way, v1z. by Imputa- 
L10N, 

3. Vs not Chriſt the Second Adam, and ſo a common Head 
and Repreſcntative ? Now what ſuch an one doth, is as much a if 
they did it that are repreſemted. Chriſt was a Surety, Heb. 7. 22. 
Why then, bis Paiment is ours ;, what he had, did and ſuffered, was not 
ſo much for Himſelf, as for bis Members. 

Fifthly, There is much difference betwixt this Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, and that which the Apoſtle Paul calls bis own, «nr Phul. 3.9, 
in which he ſaith, he would not be found in the Day of Judgment to 
be juſtified by in the ſight of God : There he makes a plain difference 
betwixt thoſe two Righteouſneſſes, viz. his own, which he calls the 
Righteouſneſs of the Law, ' and that which 5s through the Faith of 
Chriſt, which he calls the Righteouſneſs of God. 

1. Our own Righteouſneſs is within us, inbering in our Souls, It 
conſiſts in thoſe Gifts and Vertnes that the Spirit of God works in our 
Minds, and we expreſs theſe outwardly in the obſervation of the Mo- 
ral Law # our walkings amongft Men : Now that this is properly our 
own Righteouſneſs, though it 13 effeted by the Spirit in w, 1. See bow 
the Scripture ſpeaks of it; Faith 5s called your Faith, and Loye is 
called your Love, Col. 1. 4. In Deut. 6. 25. It ſhall be our 
Righteouſneſs if we keep his Commandments. Job 27, 6. My 
Righteouſneſs. 1 hold. faſt, and will not let it go. Aatth. 5. 20. 
Except your Righteouſneſs exceed, &c. ' 2. Our Souls are the 
Subjeds; of. this, Righteouſneſs ; it is really in our Minds, therefore 
ours. 3. We put th the Attions wherein this Righteouſneſs conſiſts, 
both Internal and External : Is it not we that believe, and we that 
repent, though the Spirit works Faith in us? God is ſaid to work in 
»s to will, Phil. 2. yet we will, to do, yet we att, and we perform: 
Are not we ſaidto pray, though the Spirit works Prayer in our bearts ? 
4. Was not Adam's grace which: was concreated with: him, properly 
his own? Tes ſurely, Then this is our own Righteouſneſs, though 
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ronght ' in 1 by the Spirit, But that Righteouſneſt of 'Faig 
©. which we are juſtified, 15 whe'ly by us un - us 
Chriſt - ' It was wrought ont Six Hundred Years. ſince : And nor 
one Act, either of our Bodies or Minds, comrubutes any thing to 
it, our Faith us no part of it ;, only by Faith we receive, and view, 
and apprehend that which juſtifies . And wheres it is ſaid, 
Abraham believed, and it was acconnted to him for Righte- 
ouſneſs : Not the Attion of bebelieving, but that which he reſted 
wpon by Faith juſtified, and was bis Righteouſneſs : One then is 
Chriſt's perſonal Obedience, the other us our perſonal Obedience ; 
one that which Chriſt wrought, the other that which we work; 
one is given of God from Heaven, and reſts upon Faith, the 
other .is here upon Earth, by Works: Onur Righteouſneſs is but 
the Righteouſneſs of meer Man, the other, the Righteouſneſs of 
Hm that was God as well s Man ; otherwiſe we ought not to truſt 
unto is, for, Curſed is every one that truſteth in the Arm of 
Fleſh : One is perfeit and gompleat, the other is faulty, imper- 

fett, incompleat as to degree. WS 

6. This Righteouſneſs thus opened, is marvellouſly well-pleaſing 
to the Father , Mat. 3. This is my Beloved Son, in whom 1 
am well-pleaſed ; This i ſpoke of Chriſt as Mediator, repre- 
ſenting all bis People; the Father looks through Kim at all his 
Members, and is well-pleaſed with them : The Fathers Love 
from Chriſt the Son us diffuſed to all the EleCt ;, this Voice came 
for our ſakes. Epheſ. 5.2. An Offering and a Sacrifice to 
God for a ſweet-ſmelling Savour ; The Father's Heart «5s at 
reſt in this, it perfumes all the Church with its Odowr * 2 Cor. 
5. ulr. it # called the Righteouſneſs of Gad, .(i. e. ) the Righ- 
reouſneſs which be approves highly of ;, becauſe the Righteonſneſs 
which he in his infinite Wiſdom contrived, and the Righteouſneſs of 
his own Son, that is of the ſame Nature with the Father, in this 
our Perſons are accepted ; Epbeſ. 1.6, We are accepted in the 
Beloved, and our Prayers and Works. 1 Pet. 2. 5. Spiritual 
Sacrilices acceptable to God through Jeſus Chriſt. Heb. r1, 
4- By Faith Abel offered a more acceptable Sacrifice ; and with- 
out this it's not poſſible ro pleaſe God. 

This Righteouſneſs we have to offer ro Sinners in the preaching 
of the Go ;ſpel . and by preaching it thus, we do not make void, but 
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eftabliſh the Law : We ſee by this, how we are ſaved by the Lay, 
viz. Chriſt keeping it for us, by a Covenant of Works ;, Chriſt be. 
ing made under the Law, He fulfilled it : Here i a ſweer Harmos 
ny between 1.aw and Goſpel, wow they kiſs each other in Chriſt, 
ſo far from being one againſt the other, The poor, beavy, laden 
Soul, will thankfully recerve this Righteouſneſs, and rejoice and 
glory 3n it ;, the Sick,this Cordial ; the ſtarved Prodigal,this which 
14 Bread indeed : But the proud Phariſee, the Self-righteonus One, 
the rich Juſticiary, he that is whole. The Quaker goes about ty 
make his own Righteouſneſs to ſtand, and will not ſubmit to this, 
but deſpiſeth it ; and what will be the iſſue, but to wonder and pe- 
reſh ? 

,- me leave to ſay, That want of inculcating theſe things 
in our Miniſtry, hath been the cauſe that ſo many have been led 4 
way with the Error of the Quakers ; and that Profeſſors are not 
out of danger, till they be made more thilful in the Word of Righ- 
teouſnels. Who ſees not (by reading theſe following Lines ) 
this young Lad may now engage ( without any peril ) any Quaker 


in England in Diſcourſe. 

I likewiſe hunt extreat, that our Brethren would uſe more 
diligence and pains in going up and down the dark, Countries, 
taking Examples from theſe Foxes, who with unwearied travel 
congpaſs Sea and Land, ſpoiling the Vines that have tender Grapes, 
many a young Lamb is torn by them. 


My Brethren, Let ws be greatly encouraged in this Inſtance, 
waiting upon the ſame Spirit, in reducing others to the Faith in 
the ſame manner : And let me engage. you, Night and Day, to 
pray to Chriſt for the poor Town of Hartford, which now for a 
long time hath a been a Neſt of Eftror, where Satan hath had bis 
Seat ; that now having begun to fall, he might fall as Lightning 
from Heaven. It's matter of Grief to #s, (as you kuow) that 
many in the Town, that made a fair ſhew once, have turned their 
Backs upon us, and ſunk, into Formality, diſcouraging of us all 
they'can ;, The Lord give them Repentance umto Life, Others the 
fame in Faith with w, through Childiſhneſs, make a Schiſm 
ſmaller matters Controverſial : but moſt of all, that theſe Sedu- 
cers have caught ſo many ſimple Hearts in their Nets, and keep 
them 
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them in perfeft Popiſh Slavery and Bondage, O let your Cry go 
upto Heaven for them ' ſome of bis Elect ine ml ona mg 
among them ; My Bowels, my Bowels for that dark, divided Town 
of Hartford. O cry and pray, That «s He hath now in Mer 
built us a Tabernacle there, the reſidue of the People might ſeth, af- 
ter the Lord, and the Quakers be iindeceived, 


As for my Brethren, let me exhort you to ſtedſaſtneſs 
inthe F x6"guad bave received, and yet more Zeal fe Bolaneſs 
for the Truth, We have to do with a very impudent Enemy, yet re- 
member and believe it ;, Stronger is he that is wich us, than 
thoſe that are againit us. O let not thoſe poor deluded Ones, 
that have trod under-foot the Blood of Chriſt, and ſo left them- 
ſelves no mare Sacrifice ome to truſt unto; let them not out-ſtrip 
you intheir Zeal t + but net according to knowleds : And 
be you not afraid of them, tho you be but a very little Flock,, and 
they [marm as Locuſts about you : As High as Heaven is above 
the Earth, ſo far ts that Spirit of the Faith of Feſmin you, a- 
bove the Spirit of Antichriſt that # in them: And yet a little 
while, and Chriſt ſhall bruiſe Satan under your Feet. 


Held on your way, grow ſtronger and ſtronger, quit your ſelves 
le Men, wakk in Wikdew, and 5 preers pF 

Spirit ;, abound yet more and mare 18 all Judgment and Experience. 
Feſus Chriſt 18. amengit 4 (4s we all can wineſy) in bis Inftits- 


though thay ſee no Beauty or Comelineſs in Him, for which 
hey ould oe Him We eat his Fleſh, and drink, bis Blood; 
Hz dnelleth in 16, and we in Him We have both Chriſt mirkin 


begins to be a Confuſion amongiHt them already ; wait a while, Da- 


gan will fall befere the. Ark; 1 teſtify from the Lord,.baving 
| B 2 rind. 
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rried this People many a time, and in the Light of the Spirit of 
Chrilt,. ro my utmoſt ( being willing to receive any Truth from any 
hand) that the Quakers Spirit 85, A Spirit of Deluſion, and 
their Dott.ine # Antichriltian, # diametrical oppoſition ro tbe 
Dottrine delivered by the Apoltles of Jeſus Chrilt. 1 reſtify in 
the Lord, and | bave with me herein the concurrence of many ten 
thouſand faubful Ones m the Land, That if ever Satan tranſ- 
form"d himſelf into an Angel of Light, it is in this People, compn 

forth with ſuch a fair pretence of ftritk Mortsfication and Self- 
d.nial, ſptaking of Light, Spirit, and Power ; therefore let all 
rake heed and beware of them. O bow dreadful to deny the Man- 


hood. of Chriſt, che Holy Scriptures (fave only what they think 


ſerves their turns) to be Saviours to themſelves, to ſay, Chriſt 
came and died in vain, and to no purpoſe, &c. which neceſſarily 
follows upon their Dottrine, Ay Soul weeps in ſecret to remember 
what a dumpifh, dark, ſowr, Phariſaical, confuſed, laviſh Spi-' 
rat we have found ſome in, whom they have lately caxght, and yet 
withal injimtely proud and ſelf-conceited ;, the Lord bave Mercy 
upon them. n 

1 now recommend theſe following Lines to you, keep them by" 
4s a Treafure ;, they are rich Spoils obtained in a Spiritual Warfare, 
and dedicated to you, 4 Temple of the Lord, In this ypu have 
the Doftrines which I (who am the leaſt) have been Tf to 


you, taught me by the Holy Ghoſt, through mamfeld Tofſungs, 
Trrals, Temptations, Deſertions,  Sadneſſes, Buſfettings, where- 
withal ] have been exerciſed theſe Fifteen Tears, the Lord i my- 
Wineſs. And I am willing and ready (through the Grace of 
Chriſt) to ſeal them with my Blood againſt all Adverſaries what- 
ſoever. It comforts me that I can. ſay, 1 have preached none other 
things than what us written by #be Prophets and Apoffles, and*bow 
pleaſant (a4 bere you fee) when the Spirit of Truth 'in one, ec- 
choes to the "Spirit it ſelf m another - It is the ſelf-ſame Spirit 
that worketh theſe things in ws, and for us all, 1 Cor. 12. 

_—_ you have, 1. the Spirituality of the Law of God ſpo- 
© Of. 
, 2, 'Our Weakneſs to keep the Law. 

3. Gods infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs to provide a Surety in ow 
1002, 4 Chriſt's 


re 


fo 
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4: Chriſt's great Love in undertaking. 

5. Man's great blindneſs by Natrre, cannot ſee this of bimelf. 

6, Hu backwardneſs to receive ths Righteouſneſs, till he be 
brought to utter diſtreſs, as the Prodigal was, 

7. Flu proneneſs to be his onn Saviour. 

8. God's diſtinguiſhmg Love and Grace, in enlightning bis, and. 
revealing Truth to them by bis Spirit drawing of them. 

9. The bleſſed Fruits. of \Faith-;, viz. Peace, and Joy, and 
Love to Cbriſt, © bp 

10. The ineffefinalneſs of any other thing, but Faith on Chriſt 
to bring the Soul ta reſt. | 

11. How the Light within every One, and Obedience there- 
unto, will nor do 10. | 

12. Tow may ſee herein the benefit of reading the Holy Scriptures. 

13. Tou may ſee that the Doftrine of Free Grace, 1s not a Do- 
(trae tending to Licentiouſneſs, but Holineſs. 

14. Tet it excludes all manner of Works in the point of Jultifi- 
cation. 

15. Tho Compleatneſs of Juſtification, viz. from all Sin. Theſe, 
with more that might be enumerated. © | 

And now 1 will boldly ſay, The Gates of Hell, Power and Pol:- 
fy thereof, ſhall never prevail againſt theſe Traths, Notwith- 
ſtanding the rage and ſubtilry of Adverſaries, we will ſay, Tho 
an Hoſt encamp againſt rhe Church, I/a. 37. 22. The Virgin 
Daughter of Zo» hath deſpiſed thee, and laughed thee to 
__ z the Daughter of Jerx/alem hath ſhaken her Head at 


I conclude with this, Remember how you have heard and re- 
ceived, and hold faſt, Rev. 3. 3. 1 John 2. Read the 18, 19, 
20, 21, 22, 23, «nd this is the 24th, Let that -therefore abide 
in you which you have heard from the beginning : If that 
-which ye have heard from the beginning remain in you, ye 
ſhall alſo continue in the Son, and in the Father. Amen. 


I ſubſcribe my ſelf your Servant, for Jeſm: ſake, 


Will. Haworth. 


The Bookſeller to the Reader. 


There is a Reply to an Anſwer of the Qxeker; to 
this Tra&t: Writ likewiſe by the ſame Perſon. - 


And if thou wouldft fee farther into the Errors'of 
the Quakers, read Mr. Falds's two Books, enfituled, ' 
Quakeriſm no Chriſtianity, &c, 


Sold at the Golden-Lion in Paul's Church-yard..: 


_—— 


- 
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OY 
— 


God which appointeth unto Man the 
| Bounds of bis Habitation, and deal- 
 eth with Man as it pleaſeth Him, in 

bringing him to himſelf, deal with me 

in manner and Form following. 


Irſt,l was brought-up to the Publick Worſhip that was 
in England at that time; And as my Parents were 
able I was put to School: And the Lord did re- 
ſtrain me, that I did not break out into open 

Sins, as many did. And being of Age fitting. I went to 
be an Apprentice in Ignorance that my Maſter was of that 
Opinion, - namely a Quaker: My Parents, after they had. 
knowledg thereof, laboured that I might have- the Priviledg 
to go to the Publick to worſhip, which Priviledg 1 had for a 
time. But after the Prayer-Book was made nfe of there, I 
was permitted to go no more, which was a great trouble to 
me. After a conſiderable time I grew deſirogs to go to the: 
Quakers Meeting, having heard much talk of them, and of 
the Gifts their Miniſters had ; and whilſt it was thus with 
me I was commanded to go: and 1 went ſeveral times, as 
other Boys did, only this; I was taken off from having de- 
light in Sports and Paſtims quickly after my going, and did 
refuſe going to ſuch Delights when I might go. 

dur being about Sixteen Years of Age, as I remember, 
taving ſome workings upon my Spirit, ic was ſet home 
upon. 
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vpon- me, That there was a God that would take Vengeance - 


on them that did -not obey him, nor keep his Command. 
-ments ; And that there was ao eſcaping ot_ this God.;--and 
withal it would be my Portion to fall under hi; Wrath, if | 
continucd as I was, for I had- broken hi; Commands, this 
preſently followed, Havel Sinned ? 1 wil! do ſo no more ; ard 
trom that time I went on by Degrees to keep my Conſcience 
void of offence, according to that Light which I had : And 
at that time I was of that-Frame. of Spirit,. that I wag ready 
to allent to every thing the Pzakers did, whether I had gronnd 
for jit or not. For when I had not a real Perſwaſion that 
that thing which t did wes Sin, 1 had theſe reafonings in me, 
"There are ſach and ſuch Men, that are mighty Men ia Gifts, 
and of great Fame, and very juſt Men, and they do nct do 
theſe things, therefore-it is Sin: And 1 was ready to go up. 
on this Ground. My Parents alſo (at ſuch times as | was 
with them) deſired me to goto Church with them, asT had 
done before, and I refuſed and wou'd not go. Soonafter this 
there aroſe great Suffering-times, after which it was ordered, 
that I went not frequently to the Meetings, but to ſome fe 
in which they ſpake ; not yielding to any thing [ did believe 
was Sin before God : And after a time being at a Meetin 
with Alexander. Parker, as I remember, he made uſe of 
Words, which [ found upon my Search in the 1 Theſſal. 5. 
21. Prove all things, hold faſt that which is good. Knowing by 
the Words he ſpake, that it was written in the Scriptare. 
And he did explain it in this manner, Prove all Religions, dll 
Sefts, all Opimions, and Words to this purpoſe : Burt as for 
the way of proof [ do not well remember. But there was 
this thing that was caſt into my Heart, That they that are of 
the ſame Spirit with the Servants pf the Lord which' were in 
former Times, mult of Neceſlity in all things agree with the 
Scriptures ;, whereupon I ſearched the Scripewre, comparing 
my Condition with it : And as I grew upto underſtandin 
by Degrees I conſidered with my Self that there was a Jeſm 
Chrift, which came to ſave Sinners, and He was this Light 
within, and by hearing their Diſcourſes, and by one means 
or other, and knowing that there was ſuch a thing in me as 


did convince me of Sin, andif I was Obedient toit, I was + 


delivered 
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delivered from Sin, I did believe this was the Chriſt. 

Now the ends of his Coming I did believe were to change 
me from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of Satan 
unto God, to bring me into his own Image, to be free from 
Sin : and by Degrees az I was convinced of Sin, I was Obe- 
dient unto the Light within, which did reprove me, and had 
Power over Sin, and I rejoiced. in it, and counted my condi- 
tion Happy, and thought it would not be long before I was 
delivered from all my Sin, and be brought into the Image of 
Chriſt. 

Now to underſtand the frame of my Spirit, I will inſert 
one remarkable Paſlage which I did when 1 was about Nine- 
reen or Twenty Years of Age, which is this : I being ſent to 
the Shop for Herrings,and had them delivered unto me ; I did 
diſlike ſome of them, and being ſent to the Barrel alone to 
change ſome of them, I being a great lover of them, it aroſe 
in me what a Braye opportunity I had to ſlip one into my 
Pocket for my ſelf, this was the Temptation : On the other 
Hand came the Light reproving of me in this manner 3 / muft 
not do this thing ; why if it fhould be known, it would be a diſho- 
nour to my Name, and I ſhould be aſbamed to look any Body in 
the Face; and if it were not known to Man, yet God would know 
it, and he would Puniſh me if I ſinn'd againſt Him. Through 
which means | did Obey that which did reprove, and touched 
none but what'was my due, and I went Home rejoicing with 
my Self in this manner, How happy was my Condition nov 
beyond what it had been if I had diſobeyed the reproof ! and 
bow good was the Lord to me in calling to me, when I was 
tempted to do' that evil! Oh, who would but love ſuch a 
Lord as this! But little did 1 thigk at that time that I had 
ſinned againſt God : So was I convinced of ons evil one Day, 
and was delivered from it, and another Day another Evil, 
and had Power over it, and I had Joy and Peace in it. 

Now there were ſome things which the Qwakers did, that 
I was not convinced of, and I was aſhamed to be found in 
them, having no Ground for them in my ſelf®which things 
bred ſome trouble-in me : yet all theſe things were retained in 
mine own Breaſtz For: I made known my Condition to no 


one, becauſe I would not be PEIITE to do any thing, 
| uz 


3 


4 Th? Quaker Conv:rted. 
but what 1 was fully perſwaded of in my own Heart. 
Now about the time of my being free from my Maſter, 
Mr. Haworth's coming to Hartford, was ordered to be——— 
and having heard of his boldneſs in whac he did profeſs, 
which the Quakers did commend him for, 1 was delirovs to 
hear him ; and through a Fellow-Servant of mine, which 
had been there and told me the Pallages, the next day I went 
with him to hear ; but when 1 came away, I concluded |} had 
heard a ſtrange Doctrine, and in a ſtrange manner it was 
preached ; I cannot call to mind what it was, notwithitand-. 
ing | went again, having this in my thoughts all along, that 
I would prove this way according as I had liberiy, from that 
Paſlage before-mentioned, and to return ts them, which [ 
did believe were the People of the Lord : But I had ſome af. 
fection tor his Preaching, becauſe he did open the Scriptures, 
which I bad a deſire to know ; and he did preach often-times 
to convince of Sin, and deliverance by Faith in Chriſt : But 
I did apprehend that he did mean;that Light within me which 
did reprove me for Sin, only he did not ſpeak in fo plain 
manner as the Zaakers did ; but I thought he did it through 
Ignorance, and was willing to bear with that, for I had bet- 
ter thoughts of him, than to-preach a Doctrine that leadeth 
to looſeneſs ; having that apprehenſion of the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, - making SatisfaCtion for all my Sins by his Death at Fe- 
rſalem : But as 1 went on I had many «ps and downs concerning 
bir and my Heart was many times in one place, and my 
Body in another ; and had many ſuch reaſonings as theſe in 
me, ſaying, What, ſhaft I ſtay any longer here ? When he ſpake 
that which my Spirit could not reliſh; and here are but few 
io this Aſſembly that live as they ought to do. And if there 
cometh a time of Perſecution, molt of them will be diſper- 
ſed : But the Buakers, they ftand through all, as the Apoſtles 
did,therefore they are the People of the Lord. But on the other 
hand, 'I had ſuch reaſonings as theſe; Notwithſtanding moſt 
of theſe are a looſe and wanton People, and a proud People, 
which adorn Meir Bodies more than their Souks, and may be 
Righteous if they will, if they would but ebey the Voice of 
the Lord, which calleth eo them | in thew inward Parts: 
'Thovgh this is not a_Rule for me to do/as they, yet 1 _— 
'! ow. 
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low that which reproyeth me for Sin ; and I will ſee the bot- 
tom ol their Ways, that I may ſtand the more boldly againſt 
them in the time to come, having liberty from the place fore- 
mentionened to prove all things : And he did preach many 
things which did agree with my Spirit ; Amonglt the reſt he 
tell upon theſe words, Luke 3. 16. He (hall baptize you with 
the Holy Ghoſt, and with Fire : Which word Fire was a ſtrange 
word to me ; but as he opened it, it was plain tome, that the 
Spirit did operate after the manner of Fire, which is by Light 
and Heat, which I ſhall ſpcak a little of. 

Firſt; As to Light : The Spirit maketh known Sin when it 
cometh, which was not ſeen before : As the ſhining of the 
Sun through a Crack into a dark Room, we may behold eve- 
ry {mall Duft within that compaſs ; ſo in this caſe it openeth 
dark Mytteries unto us. And as to Heat, as the Fire ſoften- 
eth the hard Iron, ſo doth the Spirit ſoften our hard Hearts ; 
and as it bringeth or changeth Iron into its own Image, ſo 
doth the Spirit change us into its Image ; and as the Wood is 
conſumed, fo doth it waſte and conſume our going on in Sin; 
and in like manner to Purification, with ſeveral others ; which 
things I much liked, coneluding, I had experienced theſe 
things upon my own Spirit, and concluded he did ſpeak in a 
more plain way than he had done before. From whence a+ 
roſe this reaſoning in me, when he ſpake things which Tcould 
not apprehend z it may be it is through my Ignorance, becauſe 
I do not ſee that which he fecth, though ſometimes I was rea- 
dy to ſet them down for falſe DoQrines. And when I thought 
of going to the Quakers, theſe things which I did not like a> 
mong them kept me back, having not ground in my ſelf for 
to do them ; of which Silent- Meerimgs was the Chief, putting 
off my Hat was another ; for when | met with one Friend or 
other, if I ſaluted him with my Hat, I knew not that I did 
offend God, any more than if I did it not, but yetI con- 
cluded, That though 1 could not agree with them in all 
things, yet I ovght to be with them that would be faithful ro 
the Lord, and walk in his Commandments ; theſe, with ma- 
ny more, after trial of this way. And as I went on, I met 
with a Paſſagze, Epheſ. 5. 4. Pooliſh talking and | Long. And, 
Mats 12. 36. Te ſhall give an account for every idle Word ye 
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the Light in me aſſented to it, that I ought not todo ſo. And 
when | was reproved for it, | was obedient, and by Obedi- 
cnce was delivered from ſuch Sins, from whence | became of 
ſew words. And being lifted up in my Spirit to fee round 
me, how I ſhould diſpoſe of my ſelf for the time to come, 
that I might bedelivered from the Snare of Sin, then I beheld 
the Ations b:tween Husband and Wife in Families, which are 


Envy, Strife, Malice ; that if a Father corrected his Child, 


the Mother was ready to be offended : And there was ſcarce 
one in an hundred which lived as he ought, therefore it was. 
not gocd for me to be in that State. I beheld the Attions be- 
tween Man and Man in Trading, and behold Cozening, 
Cheating, Defrauding one another, and at the loweſt many 
fooliſh idle Words 3 and it was not good for me to be in their 
Condition. Shall I continue as I am a Servant ? but what is 
here ? Diſcontent, Maſters will think Servants may do more 
than they do, and blame them for that they cannot help, and 
Anger will ariſc, therefore it is not good for me to be here. 
Then I brake out in my Spirit, Would God it was my por. 
tion to live in a Cave of the Earth, and to have ſociety with. 
no Man ; my Food to be the Fruit of the Hedges, and the 
Fowls of the Air, the wild Creatures of the Earth, ſuch as I 
could get; my Drink the Water of the Brooks, then ſhould 
I be free from all theſe things, -not that I was entangled with 
any at that time; and I think, as I was at that time, I could 
be contented with that State I was in. Not long after I had 
this Thought or Suggeſtion in me, If it pleaſed God to take 
me out of the World at this very moment, I have not one Sin 
to anſwer for : And I queried with my ſelf how this came to. 
paſs ? And it was thus anſwered, That I being obedient to 
the Light which worked in me, had fulfilled the whole Will of 
God, having regard to that in Jeremiab 31, and 33. I will put 
my Law in their inward Parts, and write them in their Minds : 
And having fulfilled this Law, 1 judged my Condition happy, 
having Joy, and Peace, and Comfort in my Spirit as to God,. 
judging my Condition to agree with the Scriprare. About this 
time the Perſon before-named grounded his Diſcourſe on 1/a. 
55- and did run over the greateſt part of that Chapter z but 
in the 7th Verſe, theſe words, Let the Wicked forſake his Wo, 
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and the unrighteous Man his Thoughts, Which thing did reach 
my Condition, having -had ſome ſtruglings in my Spirit con- 
cerning this thing ; for 1 thought that the Motions in me to 
Evil, were only the Temptations of the Devil. But having 
now found many places in Scripture to this purpoſe, that they 
were Sin: The places forenamed for one, Mar. 5. 27, 28. 
& 13. 44 & 7. 12. & 22. 37, 38. Rom. 7.14. For we kyow that 
the Law #s Spiritual ;, which did convince me that the Motions, 
the Delires that aroſe in me to Evil, were Sin againſt God, 
though not conſented to, becauſe they did ſpring from my 
Fleſh. Being convinced of this as a Sin, I expected to be de- 
livcred from it, as I had been from other Sins before ; but l 
found it otherwiſe, for it was with me then according to that 
Pallage in Rom. 7. 9. When the Commandment came, Sin revived, 
and I died: for the more I looked upon it, the more I ſaw 3 
and the more I ſtrove againſt it, the more did it work in me ; 
and I began to be in ſore trouble, being taken in it many a 
time- But I conſidered with my ſelf, Hath not the Lord pro- 
miſcd to make us free from Sin ? and is He.not faithful ? will 
He not not perform ? Yea, ſurely before 1 die, if 1 am obe- 
dieat ro Him. But it was ordered by the Providence of God, 
that I did bear in mind the words of the ſaid Mr. Haworth, 
from John 5. 40.— And ye will not come unto me, that ye might 
have Life. In the carrying on which Diſcourſe, he put forth 
ſeveral Queſtions of this Nature, Tho# that haſt the Riches of 
this World, couldFt thou not relieve thy poor Neighbours more than 
thou haft done? And thou that haſt ſworn, mighteſt not thon bave 
ſworn fewer times than thou haſt done ? And thou that . baſt kept 
evil Company, maghteſt not thou have refr ained from them more than 
thou bop ? Theſe, with ſeveral more. And I-applicd 
this tro my ſelf ; Whea I ſaid the Lord will make me free, if 
I am obedient to Him, could 1 not be more obedient than I 
have been ? could I not think of other things to prevent thoſe 
Thoughts and Deſires ariſing in me ?. And I was ſpeechleſs as 
to that, but to heal up my-ſelf in this thing, I would be wiſer, 
Ll would take better heed for the time to come ;, but e're #we 
or three days to an end; I was taken in the ſame Deſires again : 
yet did 1 comfort, ty ſelf in this alſo, hoping that 1 ſhouid 
avercome it beſore I died, before my departure out of this 
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Life. But then it aroſe in me, When ſhould the departore 
out of this Life be ? and 1 had no ground for any thing, but 
that it might be the very next hour after I had broken the 
Commandment of the Lord. Then did my Burden become 
exceeding heavy, finding no deliverance 3 then 1 down on 
my Knees before the Lord many a time in Prayer to Him, 
with Sighs, and Groans, and Tears, belteching Him. for 
Power to withſtand this Evit that I was taken in fo many 
times, but I found no deliverance nor power that was given 
me, though 1 prayed earneſtly, and in ſeveral ways ; as in 
Prayer learn'd by the Letter, viz. the Lord's Prayer, Mar, 
6. and 1 prayed in or by the Spirit, as I thought, and to 
Chriſt m me, and to Chriſt in the Heavens, according to that 
God who filleth Heaven and Earth. Thus for ſeveral Weeks 
was I in this trouble, making my Condition known to no one, 
becauſe I would not be perſwaded to any thing, but did 
wholly rely. apon the inward Inſtructions of the Lord. Thus 
did my Hope periſh, .my Burden increaſed, Deſtruftion was 
ſet before me ; ſecing no deliverance any manner of way, ſo 
that. 1 might ſay'in ſome meaſure, The Snares of Death did 
compaſs me about, and' the Pains of Hell took hold on my Soul ; 
having nothing to ſayfor my ſelf, but the Lord might juſtly 
puniſh me, becauſe I could not ſay but 1 might have. been 
more obedient than Thad been. When T reffeftcd tpon my 
ſelf, 1 tight have thought of things to prevent thoſe Deſires 
more than I had done; and this dwelt with me, Who knows 
but the Lord had delivered me, if 1 had always thought to 
the utmoſt of my Power on Thoughts which were gocd, to 
prevent thoſe evil Deſires in me ? After, all this, when I was 
One and Twenty Years of Age, and ſ{dmewhat more, being a- 
lone bemoaning my Condition, what would become of me? 
the Lord caſt theſe” words into my Heart, Chrift died for me: 
And in.the meditation of them, the Lord gave me light into 
them, opening mine Underſtanding to ſee that it was in my 
place, in my room, in my very ſtead, and ſet it before me by 
this thing; Suppoſe I was a Marderer in this Kingdom. of 
England, and by the Law condemned to Death, and was car- 
ried to the place of Execution, and waY at the point of 
Death; and a Friend unknown to me, of his own free w_ 
oftere 
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offered hamſclt, being no way guilty of the Fad, to die for 
me, to bear the Penalty of the 'Law in my room, his Life 
went tor my Lite,and 1 went free ? Then-was I as one afright- 
ed, or 1Na maze, to behold the wonderful Love of God ; 
and the change which was with my Saul in a moment, in the 
turning of an hand, from Sorrow to Joy, from a burdened 
State to a free, from Death to Life, from Hell to Heaven, 
even ina moment laying in my Spirit, Who would but love 
fac a Lord 4s ths  But-&re a quarter-of an hourto an end, 
it was clouded again 3 for the Devil had +ws Cards yet to play, 
which were ObjeCtions againſt the Dottrine of Chriſt making 
Satisfaction for all my Sins, both paſt, preſent, and ro come ; 
and now he came with Power to drive me into them; they 
are theſe, Looſneſs and Deſpair. | W's Is 

But firſt, upon the'Subjedt of Looſneſs, Rom. 6. 2; Shall we 
continue in Sin, that Grace may abound ? For if 1. am juſtified 
by looking unto the Sufferings of Chriſt for all'my Sins, and 
to be ſaved thereby, then may I take my ſwing in Sin, - and. 
go on in my Courſe. To be. ſatisfied in this,” 1 betook -my 
elf to ſearch the Scriptares : if the Servants'of' the *Lor@ in 
Days palt did fo, and found that they\did*no ith thing, 
but did always reprove for it, having mack Satisfation'from 
Rom. 6. moſt eminent for this thing ; By which'thing I was 
pretty calily turned from this thing, 'but tn my Search met 
with that Paſſage, Rom. 3. 25. God bath" ſet' forth +0 þe 
« Propitiation through Faith in lis Blood,''i0 diclare/his Righteonſ- 
neſs for the Remiſſion of Sins that ur# paſt? "Brow Whenge 1 
did apprehend that Chriſt died for t ow'6f -my Sins 
which 1 had commicted before He did manifeſt his Love to 
me; but afterwards I was to werk for Life" Salvati- 
on, and to keep all his Commandments,”-6r «lſe Hel would 
be my Portion : And being takey in-the' fame Snate of 'Sitr -as 
| was before, Convictions grew Strong u| 4Vmy BuetHhen 
grew heavy upon me; "inſomuchthiat } (all fey) a2 length, 
= was of no Advantage, of no profit tame; # head never 
died, 


it had been as well with the- Under\which troubles I 
was @ great while; until- the Lord'-gave* me" Bight into wo 
Serigearep,” which did in ſore meaſare relieve the,' which "are 
theſe, Rom!-10 9.* That, "If then ſhalt as. ra 
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the Lord Feſus, and ſhalt believe in thy Heart that God hath rg. 
ſed Him from the Dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved, Heb. 10. 14. Fa 
by one Offering He hath perfetted for ever them that are ſantti. 
fied ;, And being able to ſee a SanCtification by being juſtified 
by the Death of Chriſt, and viewing the Word [ever] [ had 
much relief, yet was 1 not at quiet, having not ſettlement of 
Spirit, but had Reaſonings lay in the Bottom of my Heart in 
this manner, 1f I might not go on in Sin, and when I did not po 
on in Sin, my Works did not make any thing for my Juſtification, 
for I was Juſtified without them, then what uſe were they for, or 
for what end? And the Lord gave me light into Four Things 
which did greatly ſettle me, which are theſe ; 

Firſt, It was for the Glory of God in my Generation, and 
for the Honeur and Praiſe of his Name, which hath begot- 
ten a lively Hope in me, through Jeſw Chriſt. 

Secondly, To manifeſt my Love to Feſus Chriſt, which gave 
his Life a Ranſom for me; For how ſhould I make it appear 
that I love Him, but by keeping his Commandments ? 

Thirdly, To convince the World of Sin, by my refraining 
from that which is evil. 

Fourthly, It is my Duty, as I am a Son to God in Jeſw 
Chrift, to keep his Commandments, and to obey and do his 
Will : from whence I had ſettlement in my Spirit, having Joy 
and Peace with God through Feſw Cbrift ,, ſeeing a Beanty 
.in Death now. more than in Life often-times, becauſe then [ 
ſhould be freed from the Corruption of my Fleſh, and be at 
reſt with the Lord.,. It being near E:ghteen Months ſince 1 
had the: view :of the Love of God in Feſw Chrift : After 
which time I-was deſirous to have ſome Diſcourſe with ſome 
that Ijadged honeſt Men, that I might ſee whether there was 
a Difference between them and me, and accordingly had, 
retaining .to- my ſelf moſt part of my Experiences : After 
.which-I returned for the molt part to my former Life, keep- 


ing little. Company, yet aiming to grow in the knowledg of 
the Myſteries o* God in Jeſus Chriſt, | 

Having after this manner been carried on by the Will of 
God, .having known ewo Faiths, two Joys, two Peaces, and 
two forts of Hope, perhaps it may; be thought requiſite to 
ſpeak. ſomething as touching the difference between them; 


Fo 


, 
4 
wel. 
l 
. 


ww » w Y# ow gi, f_w Re  YyJ | bs 


— b — 


conſent to Aftaccarding to them. 
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For ſatisfa&ion thereforel will inſert ſome few'things by way 
of Queſtion and Anſwer. F | 


veſt. Wa that Light by which I was convinced of Sin, and 
by Obedience thereunto thowght I ſhould be brought into the Image 
of Ohrift, and in that Righteouſneſs be accepted with God, 
and delivered from the Wrath to come, Was it the Light of the 
Spirit of Chrift, Tea or Nay ? 
Anſw. Nay ; if I may judg of the Tree by the Fruit. 


Queſt. What Light i it then ? | 
FAnſw. The ſame with that which'the Heathens hed by Na- 
ture Sixtren Hundred Years fince, mentioned Rom. 2, 1 4. | 


- Queſt. How know I thas, ſince they loved ſo muny Tears before 

my rime'? . | 

' Anſw. Becauſe it chiefly pointed nnto the ſame things 

— EE that they did, namely the thingveontain- 
in the Low. LEO 


Queſt. What things did T ſee, or whit things did Frupprebend 
by that Light, wreak I ſee are falſe vhimgs ? 

Anſw. Three things 1 ſhall Name at th mon Firſt, 1 
did apprehend by the Light within, tht Mertions, the 
Deſires which aroſe in me to Evil were no. Sin, if 1. did not 

Serondly; "That the Do- 
Qrine of Chriſt making SatisfaCtion for alt 'my Sins, "was 2 
Doctrine tending to Looſnefs. + Thirdly, 1 thonght by the 
Rightecuſneſsin which 11ived, wrought in meHy the 
which I'thought was-Chrift himfelf, 1 rhen * ! Foul Bt 
ſaved at the Day of Judgment. de we Soca 


"Oueſt. What do I now appreberd by the Light of the Spirie, 
Bo rs me, nds tar rſt of Three | 
Anſw. 1 zpprehend that every Motion and Defrre arifing ih 
me to Evil, tho not confented to, nor pat'into Action, v2 
Sin againſt God ; becauſe it doth ſpring teom the'Co 
of Mine own 'Fleſh, and from — _ of Vitrernels. = 
. ing 
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ling in this Body ; wherefore if this Body be mine, then is 
that which dwelleth in it mine. 


Queſt. What do I apprehend concerning the Second ? 
Anſw. To this I ſay, Far be it from me that I ſhould ſay, 


That Chriſt being offered once for all, ſhould be a thing 


tending to Looſenels,. having found by Experience, Faith-ia 
this Doctrine is the only Spring from whence true Chriſtian= 
Works do flow. For fo ſoon as ever the Lord gave me light 
into that Doctrine, and ſeeing a Glorious view of Chriſt, 
that very moment was my Soul drawn out in Love to ſerve 
the Lord, and to keep his Commandments : From whence 
my Faith is, That whoever counteth it a Doctrine tending 
to that purpoſe, they never truly knew the Want of a Sa- 
viour: For how irrational a thing would ir be, if 1 was a 
Slave in Twrkey, or in ſome other | Ae Nation, out of 
which Servile Work 1 could by no means nor art deliver my 
Self; and in the midſt of my Bondage a Nobleman of mine 
own Countrey, of his own Free and Voluntary will ranſoni'd 
me home, would it not engage my Soul to love the Man that 
redeemed me out of Bondage ? much more being delivered 
by Faith out of Bondage and Slavery from the Devil. And 
how ſhould we manifeſt our love to Chriſt, but by keeping 
his Commandments ? 1 


Queſt. What do 1 apprebend a: to the Third thing ? 

£Lnſw, If 1 had never known another Rio Sufek than 
that which I attained unto, or could attain unto by that Light 
and Power which worked in me before Converſion, 1 muſt 
baye expeRted my Portion in the Lake of Fire and Brim- 
ſtone, tobe tormented Day and Night for ever : For in the 
greateſt of my Purity, and the higheſt Degree of Perfection, 
there were lingering Deſires to Evil that dwelt in me, which 
would haveled me to Evil ; which Deſires I could not be de- 
livered from any manner of Way, which was the Cauſe of 
my Grief and Sorrow ſome conſiderable. time, until the Lord 
opened mine Eyes,, and fhewed me Salvation by a Perſon 
wholly without me, which Perſon is Feſw Chriſt, whoſe 
| Righteouſneſs 


_——— 


_ of the Second: For as Ira 
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Righteouſneſs being imputed unto me, and accounted as mine 
own, that Righteouſneſs being every way compleat, he 
having fulfilled the Law of God in every reſpe&, by ſub- 
mitting unto this, and accepting of this as my own, I had 
Peace of Conſcience, which no otherways I could attain to. 
Now by the light which every Man hath, ſaw I no Beauty in 
this ; But by a Light which every Man hath not, did I ſee a 
Beauty in this ; From whence I may conclude what that Light 
which every Man hath is, for every Man in Reaſon ſeeth not 
a Beauty in this Righteouſneſs. 


Queſt. Had I not Yoy, and Peace, and DPuictneſs in my Spi- 
rit when 1 was obedient to that Light in I ans. & - 


for Sin ? And dath not the Scripture ſay, The Kingdom of God 


s Righteouſneſs and Peace, and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt + Wherein 
Soar > : 70 


Anſw. 1 had a Joy, and a Peace, and a Comfort in both 
ſtates ; But the Joy BE was not ſo great as the Joy 
was in Egypt under hard tasks, 
Exod. 5, And ſolong as they fulfilled their Tasks, :doubtleſs 
they had Joy, and Peace, and Quiet; which when they did 
not fulfil, they were beaten : But doubtleſs they bad more 
Joy and Peace when they were brought into Canaan, where 
the Tasks were not laid upon them. So was it with me'; So 
long as I did obey that which did reprove me for Sin, I had 
peace and quiet, judging my Condition happy : But found 
a greater Joy and Peace, when 1 ſaw Salyation by the Righte- 
ouſneſs of Chrift without me, being a more- compleat and 
furer Righteonſneſs than that wrought in me ;z _ hereby 
delivered from Fear of Miſcarriages, to the loſs of my 
Salvation. | | 


Queſt. Was there not a Power when I obeyed the Light yeproving 
me for Sin, which did deliver me from ſiming, and gave me 
Strength to do that which was good, and right, and juſt before 
God and Man, © and would carry me through Sufferings fer it, 
with Peace and Comfort, if I ſubmitted nmo it, accordeng to that 

D 2 paſſage, 
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paſſage, To as many.as received him, to them gave he Power 
to become the Sons of God ? 


Linſw. Yes, There was a Power which did deliver me. 


from finning outwardly, or doing any thing, to- wrong my 


Neighbour, or telling Lies, . but chooſed rather to ſuffer an- 
er than to do it : whereas if 1 had lied, 1 might have been. 
Fes from it, it bore. me up when | was biſled at for what I 
did to my Face, ſaying, Theſe are the things. which: 1 muſt: 


look for, it was the portion of Chriſt when He walked up- 
on the Earth, and 1 muſt not wonder at it» the Scripeuce ſaith 
it, For it « enough for a Servant to bs equal with bis Lord : But 
notwithitanding F met with a time when I could not have 
Peace of Conſcience by that Power within ,me, but by the 
powerful Work of God without, me,. in Brea ing 2 Body. 
which was perfectly holy te die for me, to my Sins in 


ar 
my place, in my room, to free me from the Curſe of the 
Law, imputing his Righteouſneſs unto me; To as many as 


receive: this, gave be Power to become the Sons of God,, 
heipg:manifeſt to me in the Spirit at that time I mentioned, 
before, working Faith: iv me z which Faith <DSASeruga ſerve. 


the:Lord : By this Faith I had Peace of Canſcignce ; this 
was the Power of God unto Salvation to-my Soul according 
as it; is' written, The Preaching of the Croſs i5.to them that. pe- 
riſh, Fooliſhneſs ;, but to thers. which. are ſaved, it is the Power 
of Gods. 1 Car. 1. 18. 


Queſt. Do 7 deſpsſe that Light, Knowledg, or Conſcience which 
reproveth Man Fc arti and judg i not to be obeyed ? 

Anſw, No ; | believe it is the Duty*of every ane to walk 
in the Commandments of the Law of God, and. to keep a 
Conſcience void of Offence, according as It is written, 
Holding Faith in a pure Conſcience ;, hoping to be found in the, 
ſame my ſelf. 


Queſt: For what Ends do 1 deſire to be found in Obedzense ta 

this Light ? 
pu 5 Becauſe it is my Duty to God 3 Not for Life, bat, 
from a Principle of Life ; not for Salvation, but bacon I 
Ve 
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bave Salvation through Faith in Chriſt ; not that my Peace 
might be made, but becauſe my Peace is made already » not. 
that I might get into the Love of Gad, but becauſe L am in 
the Love of God through Faith in Chriſt, who. gave himſelf 
a Ranſom to redeem me from the Curie of the Law, He be-- 


; ing madea Curſe for me. 


Friends, To whom: theſe few Lines may be preſented, 
written by the Hand of him who is Weak in Knowledg, 
and of low Degree, having done this. at the requeſt of my 
worthy Friends, who thought it might be af uſe to thoſe 
which mi oy in the like ap as 1 bave been. After the 
viewing of this, many Cen o 1 expect : perhaps it 
be aid by moſt,. I was no ſuch, Perſon 573 4. CY 
my ſelf ro bez which if it be, L matter nat.:. God knoweth 
the. things [ have been led through, my Conſcience alſo 
bearing me Witneſs to the things I have written, and there- 
fore leave it-to the Souls in Chriſt ro. judg. Perbaps ic may 
be further (aid of me, That Lhave written ſome things here- 
in out of Envy and Malice. To which I anfwer, Lhave nat 
written -any thing herein out of Envy or Malice ; but for 
the relief of thoſe that are in trouble, if the Lord pleaſe ta 
make it ia[trumental by his Spirit for that end. 

Perhaps it _ be ſaid, I could net attain to Foy, and Peace, 
and Comfort by Qbedience to the Light $-0g6%, the for Sin., ſeeing 
I walkgd not in all things as the Quakers did. To.which I ar 
ſwer, 1 bave ſeen one 'of them do. that which anather of 
them had. not Freedom to. do ; yet | believe he that did ig 
had Peace in what he did, becauſe he ſaw no Evilioit ; why 
- not | have Peace and Joy in my Spirit, though.I did not 
walk in every Point as they did, ſeeing 1 did that which I 
believed was. good in the fight of God, when I durſt not do 
that which ſome of them did: ? Perhaps it may be ſaid, This 
# nathing but an invented Story of mine 'own, having picked up 
bere and there a word by Head-knowledg, ſeeing I was not 111 0- 
teu Profeſſion with them which expef# Salvation by Obedwence to 
the Light in them, To which 1 ſay, Though 1 was not in:o- 
pen Profeſſion with them, yet was l of the ſame on 6 

vght 
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_ my Salvation the ſame way. And as to _ hold 
of Words, or inventing Stories, [ leave it to thoſe 
with the Spirit of God ro judg, Whether it be in the Power 


of Man to place aright ſuch things as | have ſpoken, with- © 


out experience of theſe things ; Though I might ſpeak other 
things as concerning my Judgment both then and preſent, 
which was not by the perſwaſion of any one, as may 
appear by what .1 have faid before: Who once won- 
 dered why the Law written by Moſes was retained, 
ſeeing there was another Law given ſince him by Jeſu 
Chriſt, whoſe Law I was to obey. But I thought it was 
retained for a Memorial of what was in Days paſt, as 
though that Law given by doſes did differ from the Law of 
Feſws : But if there be another Law by Chriſt, it is the Law 
of Faith, and not of Works, which is. the More Law. For 
if Chriſt made a difference, it was in the Ceremonial Lay, 
which was then in Type and Figure, but now in Subſtance : 
For our High-Prieſt is not entered into the Holy Place made 


with Hands, but into Heaven it ſelf; not with the blood of 


Bulls or Goats, but with his own Blood, becauſe he gave 
himſelf an Offering and a Sacrifice to God, and He 

our Sins upon his Body on the Tree, by the which we 
have Peace with God : But as to the fora! Law, or the Law 
of Works, | do not know any change in that, thotgh | once 


thought there was from that of Marth. 5. where he faith, | 


Ye have heard that it hath been ſaid by them of Old time : but 
I ſay unto you, as concerning the Oath and other thin 
there mentioned, where He interprets the Law : For 
ſaith, He came not to deftroy the Law, but to fulfil the Lav. 
Neither do I find in thoſe places, where He ſpeaketh of put- 
ting his Law in their inward parts, that He doth mention 
another Law, or a part of that which then was : But the 
Law is of the ſame length and breadth that it was, and doth 
require as great a Righteouſneſs to be ſaved thereby, as ever 
it did to them which expeCt to be ſaved and accepted with 
God by Works : | Then how much doth it concern them 
which look for Salvation by a Righteouſneſs in which they 


Live; ſeeing the I faith, He that « in Chriſt, ought | 
c 


himſelf 10 walk, even as he walked? 1 Joh. 2.6: Now 


ndued 
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' Now how did Chriſt walk ? Chriſt ſo walked, that He ful- 
filled the Law of God, Thox ſhalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy Heart, with all thy Soul, and with all thy Strength, and 
thy Neighbour as thy Self . He was the Juft One which was 
offered for the unjuſt, in whoſe Mouth was found not Guile, 
which in Himſelf knew no Sin; For he did that which was 
pleaſing in the ſight of God always, at all Times, Fob. 8. 
29, 2 Co. 21. | | 


* But it may fall out, theſe few Lines may be preſented tothe 
Hands of ſome one or other, which in their Hearts may fay, 
as I once ſaid, 1 have done the Will of. the Lord, and [ have 
kept all his Commandments z and if the Lord ſhould take me 
our of this World, I have no Sin to anſwer for, but my Con- 
dition is good, I need not to fear. 

For the trial of which, I ſhall repeat the things by which 
the Lord wounded me, with ſome Additions : But firſt re- 
member theſe ewo things; Firſt, The Lord ſeeth not as Man 
ſeth ; for Man looketh upon the outward: appearance, but 
the Lord looketh on the Heart 3 for the Lord doth require the 
Heart, in what He hath commanded Man to be found in, 
1 Sam. 16. 7. Prov. 23.26. Secondly, All things are open to 
Him, and He knoweth the Heart, and every Thought and 
Deſire thereof, and there is nothing hid from his Eyes, 1 Fob. 
3- 20. Luke 16.15. Pſal. 94.11. Heb. 4. 13. Now to the 
things by which I was wounded, thou may'ſt remember the 
Law 1s, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God, and thy Neighbour as 
”7 ſelf ;, under which is comprehended theſe words, Do unto 

Men as thou wouldſt be done unto. Now ask thy ſelf, Wouldſt 
thou have thy Neighbour ſpeak an evil word of thee ? which 
I believe thon wouldſt not ; then thou muſt not ſpeak an evil 
word of thy Neighbour. Wouldſt thou not that an evil 
Thought ſhould ariſe in him concerning thee ? then thou and 
I ought to do the ſame to him. If thou haſt done a thing 
that proveth an Injury, or a Wrong to any Man unawares, 
Wouldſt thou in thine Heart he ſhould ſay, nay, have ſach 
athought in bim, that thou did& it on purpoſe, out of En- 
vy, or Malice, or ſome Spike towards thee, to do thee _ 

chief ? 
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chicf ? See that thon do the ſame to him 3 or this will follow, 


Curſed ts every one that continueth-not in all things which are wris- 
rex 11 the of the Law to do them. Again, it is ſaid, Love 
your Enemies,do good to them that hate you, &&c. Which muſt be 
out of a pure Heart, for the Lord looketh thereupon. Now 
ask thy ſelf, Q Man, Art thou of theſame frame of 'Spirit to 
him that is thine Enemy, as thou art to him that is thy Bo. 
ſom Friend ? Art thou of the ſame Temper, Aﬀections, Cold- 
neſs in thy Spirit at all times, to him as thou art:to thy 
Friend ? If he wrongeth thee, 1s there not ſomething in thee, 
in thy Heart, that would avenge thy ſelf of this Man ? Doth 
it not ſay in this Language, 'He had as good have held his 
Tongue, or he had as good not have done this thing, or that 
other thing,for I will do himas good a kindneſs another time? 
If he had done wrong to thee,or ſomeevil thing,doſt not thon 
declare it abroad, to make him odions or hateful, and to be a 
wicked Perſon in the Eyes of all ? or is it not in thy Heart at 
ſometi mes 'thus to do by him ? Te. 3. ut, 2, 3. If he beone 
that hath ſtood as an open Enemy 2gainſt thee, or one that 
\thou haſt received ſome Damage or wrong by, though 'theu 
- durſt not Avenge thy ſelf of him, yet hait not thou rejoiced 
in thy Heart, and did it not make thy Heart glad, and didf 
mot thou clap thy Hands as it were, when ſome Evil hath 
befaln him, or ſome other hath taken vengeance ? If thou 


-baſt, is not this to take pleaſure in them that commit wicked-/| 


neſs, Rem. 1.32 ? And is this to do unto Man as thou wouldſt 


be doneumo? and the Lord will not let fach Sins go un- | 


puniſhed, Ezek. 25. 6. Then this will follow, Curſed « every 
one that continueth not im all things written un 'the Book_of the 
.Law to-do them, It is further written, Matth. 5. Thos ſhak 
not commit Adultery ;, bat be that looketh upon a Woman tout 
after ber, hath committed Adultery with ber in bis Heart, and 


ſo of all other Evils : And doft thou never look upon a Wo- 


man, having this ariſing in thee, ſaying, Would I might 
have my Pleaſure, my Hearts dclight with. this comely per- 
ſon? Alſoir is farther ſaid, Thou fhalt nat cover any thing 
that is thy Neighbours, Now doſt thou at no time ſay inthine 


| 


'Heart, or baye ſuch things ariſe in thee, ſaying, Would ſudb 
xy Pp: 
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a Man's Houſe or Lands were mine? Or, is he in a fair Trade ? 
Doſt not thou deſire or wiſh in thy Heart, That thou conld(+ 
get into bis Trade ? or, Doth he live bravely in the World ? 
Doſt not thong defire his Trade, that thou mighteſt -live as 
he? Or, art not thou ready to envy him, becauſe thou canlt 
not do as he doth ? If theze be any ſuch things as theſe, ir is 
not right in the light of God, Hebr. 13.5. i Twm.6.8. Art 
thgu a Servant, art thou at all times content in thy Hearr 
with thy Wages ? Doth not ſomething ariſe in thee to the 
contrary, Zuke 3.14? If there be any ſuch things, though 
they are not known to Man, yet God knoweth them all, and 
they are enough to bring Man under the Curſe. Now all 
theſe things ought to be done at all times, Det. 18. 19. For 
Chriſt did that which pleaſed God always. After all theſe, - 
and hundreds more that might be reckoned up, if thou canſt 
fay thou doſt them, ir will- be required, whether thou- doſt 
them all purely our of Love for whatever is done, if it be 
not in Love to God it availeth not. Now if thou keep the 
Commardments of the Lord, and walk in his holy Statutes, 
that thou mighteſt get into his Love and Favour, and that 
thy Peace might be made- thereby, . and. that thou mighteſt 
be free from Condemnation, Hell, Death, and eternal Tor- 
ment; I cannot judg it to be purely of Love, as though 
thou waſt Free from fear of the Wrath of God to all Eter- 
nity : 'For ſuppoſe rwo Men in this: Nation ſhould commit 
Treaſon, ye know the Law is Death ; but the King thereof 
being merciful, pardoneth the firſt for ever, and ſolemnly 
engazeth never to puniſh him according to the Law, 1n token 
of which he maketh him his Chamberlain, or other Officer, 
promoting him to Honour ? Unto the ſecond he ſaith, 1 will 
forgive thee alſo : If thou for the time to come hearken to 
me, and keep all my Statutes, thou ſhalt be advanced to the 
like Honour; but if thowwalk 1n Diſobedience: to my Wil}, 
I will aſluredly cut chee- off; [Whether of theſe ewo, judg ye, 
ſerveth the King purely in love? So is it in this Caſe : if 
thou Coſt walk in the Commands of God, that you mightelt 
be delivered from the Wrath. to come; . it is a ſlaviſh thing ; 
out of 'this\number.did! the Loxd find Arrows to wound me 


with. 1 had feveral Objettsons,: which-perhaps may be-1n the 
E Spirits 
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Spirits of ſome. 1 will name ſome, and anſwer them as 
1 am able. 

Object. 1. If I do walk in all things which the Lord hath made 
known unto me, 1 it not enough ? Will the Lord puniſh me for that 
which I do in Ignorance ? 

Anſw. Art thou ignorant ? May not I bring thee into the 
number of thoſe that are willfully ignorant, or willingly ig- 
norant, ſecing the Scriprare ſaith, The knowledg of Sin is 
the Law? Rom. 3. 20.& 7. 7. Whereforc, hadit thou ſearch- 
ed the Law, and enquired into the Mind and Will of God 
to the utmoſt of thy Pewer, mightſt not thou have attain- 
ed ro more Knowledg than thou haſt done in the Law of 
God ? But if thou art ignorant, thy Ignorance will not ex- 
cuſe thee. For the Lord did inſtitute an Offering for Sin 
committed in Ignorance, which declares He required Satis- 
faction to be made for all Sin, if committed in Ignorance. ' Al- 
ſo he that knew not the Will of his Lord, and did things 
worthy of Stripes, is not to. be freed, Lev. 4. 2, 3. Zak, 12. 
48. Sometimes | have had this Objedion, but am ſatisfied as 
followeth. | 

ObjeQ. 2. There are Temptations om me to Evil; but 
Chriſt was tempted, and was it not ſo with him ? bad nat he theſe 
ariſing in him ? , 

Anſw. No. If thoſe Temptations do proceed from the 
Luſt of the Fleſh, which the Scripture mentions, Jam. 1, 14. 
Rom, 1. 27. then had he none; For be was inthe Form of God, 
thought it not Robbery to be equal with God : ſeeing he was the 
Son of God, he was his righteous Servant, the Man, his 
Fellow; He was Holy, Undefiled, knowing no Sin; there- 
fore he had no ſinful Nature; then was there no Temptati- 
ons, no inclinations, no deſire to Evil in him proceeding 
from from his Fleſh. Col. 2. 6. fa. 53.11. Zech, 13.7. 2 Cor. 
5-21. Lukg 1.35. Butif you fay, theſe Temptations and In- 
clinations proceed from the Devil ; then had he none, for he 
faich, Joh. 24. 30. The Prince of this World cameth, and bath 
nothing in me. If then he had nothing in him, then he had not 
ſo much as a place to ſtir up evil Motions, or evil Deſires in 
Him : for when he was tempted, the Devil ſpake to him with 
2 Voice, as I conceive, from thoſe Paſſages which ſay, be ſaid 

unto 
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unto him, at. 4. Luk. 4. which 1 do not remember is men- 
tioned on that accompt, but in Ger. 3. to them in Paradife, 

Object. 3. But this is a Third, which lodged long with m 
The Lord bath commanded Man to walk in bis Law, to love the 
Lord his God with all his Heart, Soul, and Strength, and his 
Neighbour as bimſcif';, and if it be not attainable, wherefore did 
the Lord command it. | 

Anſw. 1n theſe things have I found the Law to be of uſe. 

1. By it I was convinced of Sin Spiritual, 

2. And ſaw the hcight and ſtriftneſs of the Righteouſnebs 
which the Lord did require for Salvation, 

3. My failings and inability to keeP this Righteouſneſs. 

4. To humble me, and lay me at the Feet of God for 
Mercy. | 

+ That my proud Spirit might ſubmit unto the Righteouſ- 
neſs of 'a Perſon ated without me, which before would nor. 

6. The Commands of God to Holineſs were of uſe to me, 
when I was ſtirred up to Ranting, to turn the Grace of God 
ito Wantonneſs ; and (in, that Grace might abound, 

7. Alſo when I was falling into Deſpair of the Grace. of 
God (ſaying) Chriſt died for the remitlion of Sins,:commijt- 
ted before he manifeſted his Love to me ;. but afterwards I 
muſt work for Life and Salvation, keep all the Command- 
ments of the Lord, or elſe Damnation will be my portion. 

Then it was of uſe to me to turn me, or drive ae to the 


| Grace of God, becauſe 1 ſaw 1 could-not conie. up-.to the 


height of thoſe Commands. Tn. i SY 

8. And is of uſe to me to this day, .. when] conſider the 
Height and the Depth, the length and the Breadth of the 
Law of our God, to cauſe me to prize the glorious Goſpel of 
Teſw Chriſt,, in which is Juſtification, SanRification, Re- 
demption : to include-all, ſure Salvation, . being lifted up 
through Faith in Chriſt, above the Law. and-the, Power 
of Works, Death and Hell ; that from henceforth we ſhould 
ſerve him- without fear, to the Praiſe of his Holy Name for 
ever. Amen. 

Having thus run over the Head: of theſe things, it pleaſed' 
the Lord I ſhould be hamper'd in, and according to the 
knowledg He hath given me, I have laid them down, if. hap- 


ly 
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pily they might be of uſe to others ;- not 'as though T WP 
ble ro contend aud Anfwer'all Ohjeftions that my Adveris: 
ries may reiſc againſt' me, having, had bur'a, lirtle time i 
theſewiigg-. ' And chough I am compaſſed about wich try 
bles, yet will I call upon the Lord for Strength to ſtand wh 


. 


under them : For in my Infancy in Chriſt, t was 
trouble, yer did the Lord bear me up, ned eliver me 
which giveth me ground to believe, He will yer ſand by 
ard ſtrengthen me, and preſerve me unto his Heaveal 
: Kingdom. | "30,9 
= 7 ., Many more things tyight I reckon vp, but in thoſe maybe 
mY ſeen rheſe ewo thiggs. Firſt, The Backwardneſs of Many th 
Ugwiltingneſs ofYhis Spirit rocome unto Chriſt, and ſubmit 
to his Righteouſneſs, Secondly, Being come to ſee this Vile" 
and Salvation by the Death of Chrift alone, how ready is May: 
£0 forſake it and join ſomerhing with it, ſome Works, ſoine. 
Duties, ſome-thing which pleaſerh Man, and eclip/es the Glo 
ry of 'Chriſt,then all is well —_— : Unto this I might recka : 
up many things z but this I ſay, The Light of. rhe Goſpel th 
me,for many Months,was as the light of a Gloworm by the wi 
ſide, aTmall thing ready tobe paſſed by ; or as a By-w 
compariſon of the chief Road to the great City, the heavens 
1y Feruſalem: It was ſo' much againſt Reaſon, being without 
the Works of. the Law ; The way of the Goſpel is ag an; uns 
bearen Perth, - the Lord knows Pcople walk. nor by Troops 
It-: Tor the'Goſptt'is too glorious for Man's Reaſon to cons 
prehend : Therefore the. Law is embraced, and Err :ury.@@* 
fidw is Witer from a Spring ; but forget nor this, That by* 
"the Will of God ye are ſanctihed, / through. the Oftering 6 - 
the Body of Feſ#4 once for al: ; He 1s our Righteouſneſs, our 
-Peace; our. AN, 'we. are compleat in Him, perfected” for ; ſe 
through Fatth without the Deeds of” the Law, this, wilt Fai be 
wht! allthe'rorttn! righteouſneſs of Man ſhall fall : Theyg- | 
'fore \waifo 'thie King Everlaſting, and only Wiſe God, *F 
Glory, Honour, and Praiſe for ever andever, © * ' ” pl 
| | MD. | 
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